
 
 

Film Overview 
 
The Refugees of the Blue Planet 
   53 min. 
   2006 NFB 
Directors:  Hélène Choquette & Jean-Philippe Duval 
     
Description:  Each year, millions of people the world over are driven to forced 
displacement. From the Maldives to Brazil, and even closer to home in Canada, the 
disturbing accounts of people who have been uprooted are amazingly similar. The 
enormous pressure placed on rural populations as a result of the degradation of their 
life-supporting environment is driving them increasingly further from their way of life. 
The Refugees of the Blue Planet sheds light on the desperate plight of individuals who 
are suffering the repercussions of this reality: environmental refugees. They are 
constantly growing in number and often have no legal status, even though their right to a 
clean and sustainable environment has been violated. 
Website:  www.nfb.ca 
 
 
 
Flow: For the love of water 
 
93 min, 2008 
 
Director: Irena Salina 

 
The global water supply isn't just at risk, it's already in crisis. FLOW: For Love Of Water, 
a new film by Irena Salina, highlights the local intimacies of an emerging global 
catastrophe: African plumbers reconnect shantytown water pipes under cover of 
darkness to ensure a community's survival; a Californian scientist forces awareness of 
shockingly toxic public water sources; a ‘Big Water’ CEO argues privatization is the 
wave of the future; a “Water Guru” in India sparks new community water initiatives in 
hundreds of villages; a Canadian author uncovers the corporate profiteering that drives 
global water business. With an unflinching focus on politics, pollution and human rights,  
FLOW: For Love of Water ensures that the precarious relationship between humanity 
and water can no longer be ignored. While specifics of locality and issue may differ, the 
message is the same; water, and our future as a species, is quickly drying up. Armed 
with a thirst for survival, people around the world are fighting for their birthright; unless 
we instigate change, we face a world in which only those that can pay for their water will 
survive. FLOW: For Love of Water, is a catalyst for people everywhere: the time has 
come to turn the tide and we can't wait any longer. 
 
Both films are available through funding for International Development Week from the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and the Atlantic Council for 
International Cooperation (ACIC) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


